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COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ
 FIRE DEPARTMENT ADVISORY COMMISSION 

LOCATION: CAL FIRE/Santa Cruz County Fire (virtual) 
DATE: July 21, 2021 
TIME: 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
PUBLIC ACCESS: MICROSOFT TEAMS MEETING 

LINK:  Click here to join meeting: Join Teams Meeting (FDAC)    
CALL IN: 916-318-9542   Conference ID: 974 988 555#

APPROVED MINUTES 

I. ROLL/CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS
Meeting called to order at 4:08 pm

Present:
Volunteer Firefighters Representative/Chair: Doug Aumack 
Second District Representative: Carey Pico 
Fifth District Representative/Co-Chair: Arnie Wernick 
Office of Emergency Services Manager: Michael Beaton 

Absent:
First District Representative: Vacant 
Fourth District Representative: John Walker 
Third District Representative: Janet Webb 

II. ADDITIONS/CHANGES TO AGENDA
A. None

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May 19, 2021
Motion: Pico
Motion Seconded: Aumack
In Favor: All
Opposed: None
Abstained: None
Absent: Walker, Webb

IV. PUBLIC INPUT/ORAL COMMUNICATION (ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA)
(3 minutes per person)
A. None

V. PUBLIC INPUT/ORAL COMMUNICATION (ITEMS ON AGENDA)
(3 minutes per person)
A. Ms. Abby Young voiced her concerns that more funding should be provided to

training.

VI. CORRESPONDENCE:
A. None

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253a404b001113474a6290af08eb78b72254%2540thread.skype%2F1614891702550%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252252044d34-04cb-41a4-a0cd-54ae6eeffb9f%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522dc794d6b-b7db-4621-a950-51c8d2f23d8b%2522%257d&data=04%7C01%7CMelissa.Scalia%40fire.ca.gov%7Cf1b40314a52f4caa3b8c08d8df51062d%7C447a4ca05405454dad68c98a520261f8%7C1%7C0%7C637504886393987393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7uAvt0psD%2Ffk1Zgy30PSUwBr00apAXDxzSKqxrkSxlQ%3D&reserved=0
tel:+1%20916-318-9542,,214539297#%20
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VII. BUSINESS MATTERS 
A. The future of Santa Cruz County Fire (Wernick)-Presentation highlighting 

various goals/issues.  
B. Motion made to create an Ad Hoc Committee to review with CAL FIRE 

Officials the role that the potential administrative BC would play in improving 
Volunteer recruitment. 
 Motion: Beaton 

      Motion Seconded: Pico 
      In Favor: All 
      Opposed: None 
      Abstained: None 
      Absent: Walker, Webb 
C. Continue discussion of adding a paid BC administrative position to work with 

County volunteers (Wernick)-Duties discussed, need Ad Hoc findings to move 
forward.  

D. Prescriptive fires (Pico)-Discussed exploring grant options for funding.   
E. Wildfire safety update (Wernick)-Will post links online.  
F. Discuss availability of resources that provide a review of the CZU Lightning 

Fire (Aumack)-Referred to Youtube recordings of presentations already 
provided to community.  

G. Advise Commissioners to review articles and prepare for discussion in next 
FDAC Meeting (Aumack): 

i. http://www.co.santa-
cruz.ca.us/Portals/0/County/GrandJury/GJ2021_final/8_AfterCZU_Report.pdf 

ii. http://www.co.santa-
cruz.ca.us/Portals/0/County/GrandJury/GJ2021_final/2_CityWildfire_Report.pdf 

H. Budget topics  
i. Bi-monthly budget status report (Beaton) 

I. Updates from Commissioners: 
i. Recruitment Subcommittee (Aumack) 

a. Five submissions inquiring.  
b. Need to get commissioners assigned to vacant seats. 

ii. Volunteer Company Officers Representative (Aumack) 
a. May have course on safety of apparatus available soon.  

J. Santa Cruz County Fire Chief’s Report (Armstrong)-Chiefs unavailable to give 
report due to being assigned on fires.  

K. Announcements 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AT 5:56 PM 
Motion: Pico 
Motion Seconded: Wernick 
In Favor: All 
Opposed:  None 
Abstained: None 
Absent: Walker, Webb 
 
Set next regular meeting – Wednesday, September 15, 2021 at 4:00 pm, location     
TBD.  

 
The County of Santa Cruz does not discriminate on the basis of disability, and no person shall, by reason of a disability, be denied 
the benefits of its services, programs or activities. This meeting is located in an accessible facility.  If you wish to attend this meeting 
and you will require assistance in order to participate, please contact the ADA coordinator at 831-454-2210 (TDD number is 831-
454-2123 or 831-763-8123 from Watsonville area phones) at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting, to make arrangements. As a 
courtesy to those persons affected, please attend the meeting smoke and scent free. 

http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Portals/0/County/GrandJury/GJ2021_final/8_AfterCZU_Report.pdf
http://www.co.santa-cruz.ca.us/Portals/0/County/GrandJury/GJ2021_final/8_AfterCZU_Report.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.co.santa-cruz.ca.us%2FPortals%2F0%2FCounty%2FGrandJury%2FGJ2021_final%2F2_CityWildfire_Report.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CMelissa.Scalia%40fire.ca.gov%7C784be91ec28a4e620e9f08d94654f06b%7C447a4ca05405454dad68c98a520261f8%7C1%7C0%7C637618153348265668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qHzhVdUzcTNfBbHk0QGto8WtiahRrmoaKwBIrL9Du1M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.co.santa-cruz.ca.us%2FPortals%2F0%2FCounty%2FGrandJury%2FGJ2021_final%2F2_CityWildfire_Report.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CMelissa.Scalia%40fire.ca.gov%7C784be91ec28a4e620e9f08d94654f06b%7C447a4ca05405454dad68c98a520261f8%7C1%7C0%7C637618153348265668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qHzhVdUzcTNfBbHk0QGto8WtiahRrmoaKwBIrL9Du1M%3D&reserved=0
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