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Loma Fire 9-27-16 Casa Loma- north ridge- as taken by a resident



• HIZ = Home Ignition Zone

• Goal: FSCSCC (with RCD) 
offers a pilot program to 
provide HIZ Assessments to 
Santa Cruz county Firewise 
community residents  

• Training for our volunteer HIZ 
Assessors was provided by the 
NFPA in Aug 2021, to assess 
home hardening and defensible 
space for individual residents

• Santa Clara County FSC and 
South Skyline FSC have similar 
programs
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Currently active in 42 states, this includes Hawaii which doesn’t show on the map. Since late 2017, Santa Clara & Santa Cruz Counties have at least 9 Firewise communities.  For 2020, 8 are currently in the process.




BIG PICTURE

 FSCSCC and RCD offer a pilot HIZ  
(Home Ignition Zone) Assessment 
program

 Free to Santa Cruz County Firewise 
community residents 

 Not offered for Real Estate sales 
use case (legal reasons)

 Assessments are performed by 
trained volunteers

 A short written summary may be 
emailed to the resident after the 
Assessment, otherwise feedback is 
all verbal. Session is typically 1 hour.

 Residents request Assessments 
through FSCSCC Webpage (via a 
new webpage and Form)

 Goal: start offering this service in 
March 2022
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Get a framework for action
Meeting the criteria for becoming a Firewise USA® site helps communities get organized and find direction for their wildfire safety efforts. 
Learn about wildfire
As people go through the process, they learn about wildfire risks in the community and the simple things they can do to reduce them. They connect with experts – local fire fighters, state forestry professionals, and national researchers – to continue to learn about fire and find resources to accomplish fire-safe actions.
Get a peace of mind
People who work with experts to learn about wildfire and take action start to see results quickly. Knowing that they are using the best information available and actually taking steps to reduce the risk of damage from fire helps people start to feel safer in their environment and in their homes. Having a plan for what to do in the event of a fire helps people become calmer and more prepared to act quickly.
Community-building
As neighbors get together to do work, often meeting one another for the first time, they build a stronger bond with each other. Activity can help rally people to a common cause for the good of the neighborhood. This strengthening of community ties can benefit residents in many ways, and is especially helpful during an emergency.
Build citizen pride
While the work can be fun, it isn’t always easy. Neighbors work very hard in communities to remove brush and debris, clean up common areas, and dispose of green waste. They are rightly proud when they achieve national recognition for their efforts.
Get publicity
The program provides communities with metal signs, a plaque and other materials that can be presented publicly to honor their status as a Firewise USA® recognition site. These recognition ceremonies are great ways to shine the spotlight on community efforts. News media find this to be a great story to cover, and the national program features community stories regularly on the website and in its publications. All this publicity results not only in satisfaction for the residents involved, but also provides one more way to reach large numbers of people with information about wildfire safety.
Access to funding and assistance
Preference is sometimes given to Firewise USA® sites over other candidates when allocations of grant money are made for wildfire safety or fuel mitigation. The reason is that there are invariably more requests than available funds when grants are available through state or federal agencies. If requests are equally worthy, some officials tend to have more confidence in communities that have demonstrated the foresight of becoming a recognized Firewise USA® site.
Insurance discount for USAA members in certain states
The Departments of Insurance in the states of California, Colorado, Texas, Arizona, Oregon, New Mexico and Utah have approved filings by USAA to give homeowners insurance discounts to USAA members living in communities recognized by the Firewise USA® program.




RELATIONSHIP TO 
CALFIRE AND 
COUNTY FIRE 

SERVICES

This free educational service is 
not meant to compete with, or 
overlap services offered by local 
Fire Chiefs or CALFIRE. 

This is NOT intended to replace 
CALFIRE LE100 Inspections

Concerns or questions?  
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Completing a written wildfire risk assessment is the first step in becoming a nationally recognized Firewise USA® site. The risk wildfire risk assessment is typically completed with the assistance of state forestry staff, local fire department, or a designated partner.  Contact your Firewise liaison for the state’s requirements on developing a risk assessment. The board or committee can involve just homeowners or sometimes local fire staff.
Form a board/committee comprised of residents and other applicable wildfire stakeholders. This group will collaborate on developing the site’s risk reduction priorities and they will develop a multiyear action plan based on the assessment, along with overseeing the completion of the annual renewal requirements.
Action plans are a prioritized list of risk reduction projects developed by the participant’s board/ committee for their site. Plans include recommended home ignition zone projects, educational activities and other stakeholder outreach efforts that the site will strive to complete annually or over multiple years..
At a minimum, each site is required to invest the equivalent value of one volunteer hour per dwelling unit in risk reduction actions annually. A wide range of qualifying actions and expenditures (contractor costs, rental equipment, resident activities, grants, etc.) comprise the overall investment totals. Everything is now online with the Firewise management portal
Applicants begin the overall process by creating a site profile at: Portal.firewise.org. The application is eligible for submission when the overall criteria is completed. State liaisons approve applications with final processing completed by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). Please note: Individual states may require additional application requirements beyond those of the national program
One page document on website that goes over the steps to achieving recognition.  We also have two customizable versions available by request where a state and partner can add their logo.
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